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Dear Ms. Brown. ' -

2 »1 am a member of the 1louse of Representatives for the Commonwealth of "o
Massachusetts. My district includes, the Town.of Upton.: [ am familiar with the Grafton*
& Upton Railroad ("G&IY™) and its transldading.vard and operations.in Upton:* -
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' [ am aware of proceedings that are pending before the Boaid in which several
residents of the Town of Upton aic opposing G&U's operations at the transloading yard.
1 am writing 10 support of G&U, which, as described below, has been a good corporate
citizen of the Town of Upton and has provided new jobs and economic growth for the
benefit of the town and all ol its residents.

The site of the G&U transloading vard was formerly uscd by the Town of Upton
as a town landfill. In connection with G&U's agreement to purchase the property. the site
is being clecaned up and remediated 1n accordance with plans approved by the
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection. This woik 1s being donc at a
substantial savings to the Town.

. ' . .

In addinon to the environmental remediation work; Gé&U has-built earthen berms
alung the Depot Sticet sude of the yad. which is whete the petitioners in this proceeding
have homes.. In addition to the berms; G&U hastnstalled scieenedsfencing and over 60
cvergreen tices in order to buffer the Depot Sticet neighborhood from the transloading
yad vG&lhhastalso discontinued trucking on' DépottStrectfwhich:had formerly been
uscd:fofoverd 00 yearsio move coalindiother commoditiesHi om' thetiail-lingftozultidate . x
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G&U has worked very closely and cooperatively with the Town Manager, the
Board Sclectmen and the Board ol Health of the Town of Upton. In addition to
unproving the overall acsthenic quabity of the transloading yaid und the adyacent
newghborhood, G&U has undertaken other improvement projects in Upton, such as
icpaving most of the giade crossings in cooperation with the Town Manager and the
Department of Public Works of Upton

Significantly, G&U and uts transloading contractor have provided and continue to
provicde tax revenue, new jobs and giowth in vital interstate iranspoitation services for the
benefit not only of the Town ol Upton and 1ts 1csidents. but also for residents of the
Commonwealih of Massachusetis ant New England | believe it is important to permn
G&U 1o continuc o opeiate its yard in Upton unde: the privilege of preemption which
the ralroad cnjoys.
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